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increase of territory was a safer solution than a war, for which
Austria is not well prepared.

Regarding France, Prince Bismarck said he was under an
impression that the French Government were less interested
than England in the maintenance of the Ottoman Empire, and
above all bent on avoiding a quarrel with Russia, to whom
they seemed always ready to make concessions with a view to
securing a continuance of the friendly relations already existing
between them. The same, though in a lesser degree, might be
said, he thought, of Italy, who seemed anxious to establish more
intimate relations with Russia than with Austria.

He most sincerely and earnestly hoped that notwithstanding
his misgivings the conference would meet, and that an agreement
among the Powers might be achieved. If it did not, he assumed
that England would feel bound by the decree of 6 May to go to
war to wrench Constantinople and the Straits from the grasp of
Russia. England had it in her power to do so and inflict heavy
blows and great humiliation on Russia. If England could per-
suade Austria to fight with her, which he doubted, and if Austria
could bring half a million men into the field, Russia might in due
course be driven from her present position. But when England
and Austria had successfully occupied the positions now held
by Russia, the independence of the Sultan would not for that
be re-established, and a redistribution of power in the East would
still remain inevitable. He did not for his part look upon the
possession of Constantinople and the Straits as a question of
European importance, because the maritime states had it always
in their power to shut out the ships of the government in pos-
session of them, and that power was worth more than a treaty
in his opinion.

The possession of Egypt and the free passage to India was a
question of European interest and he deeply regretted that his
wish to see England secure to herself and guarantee to others
the road to her Eastern Empire through the Canal had been so
strangely and so unjustly misrepresented in England. For his
part, he should like to see England, whilst protesting against
Russian aggression and before actually plunging into war, occupy
Egypt and the islands as a pledge and there concentrate her
forces while Austria, acting in concert, would simultaneously
occupy Bosnia, Herzegovina and even Serbia, and in all proba-
bility the effects of these measures would render war unnecessary
and the Eastern Question would cease to threaten the peace of
Europe. ..."